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Amid heightened global fears of a nuclear war or accidental catastrophe, Veterans for Peace
this week urged President Joe Biden to review its recommendations for U.S. policy related
to weapons of mass destruction.

Highlighting a Veterans for Peace (VFP) report published earlier this year, the group’s
message to Biden—spelled out in an open letter sent to the White House—is: “Read our
Nuclear Posture Review before releasing yours.”

“The product of many months of research and writing, our Nuclear Posture Review is a
blueprint for a world of peace and cooperation—a world that uses its precious resources
for global uplift rather than mutual annihilation,” the VFP letter states.

“These are not pie-in-the-sky ideas, but rather well-developed proposals from nuclear
disarmament experts,” the letter continues. “It is our deep hope that you will take our
approach to heart for the benefit of our country and of all humanity worldwide.”

As Common Dreams previously reported, VFP’s January report argues that

“what we need now is a ‘nuclear posture’ that enables us to reduce the real risk of
nuclear confrontation through accidental launch or miscalculated escalation, and to
accelerate a global reduction and rapid elimination of nuclear weapons.”

A Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) details the current administration’s policies on such
weapons. A classified version of Biden’s document was sent to Congress in March and at the
time the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) summarized key takeaways in three short
paragraphs.
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“The NPR underscores our commitment to reducing the role of nuclear weapons and
reestablishing our leadership in arms control,” the DOD fact sheet says. “We will
continue to emphasize strategic stability, seek to avoid costly arms races, and facilitate
risk reduction and arms control arrangements where possible.”

The DOD summary adds that Biden believes “the fundamental role of U.S. nuclear weapons
is to deter nuclear attack,” and the president would only consider using such arms “in
extreme circumstances to defend the vital interests of the United States or its allies and
partners.”

Air Force Magazine reported last week that Undersecretary of Defense for Policy Colin
Kahl said the current NPR maintains the U.S. policy of “flexible deterrence” but Biden hopes
to eventually shift to “sole purpose,” or only having nuclear arms to deter or respond to an
attack.

Kahl—who was speaking at a side event of an ongoing United Nations conference about the
nonproliferation of nuclear arms—also said that an unclassified version of the NPR will be
released “in the relatively near future.”

While encouraging Biden to hold off on his release until reviewing its proposals, Veterans for
Peace, in the letter, also emphasized that the group’s members are “eager” to see his
policy, especially considering how Russia’s February invasion of Ukraine and the response
by Western powers have ratcheted up concerns of a nuclear conflict.

“We deserve a full accounting of your nuclear planning,” VFP wrote. “We want to know
what you and your advisers consider reasonable during this time of confrontation
between the U.S. and Russia, which between them hold the lion’s share of the world’s
15,000 nuclear weapons.”

The letter to Biden continues:

We need to know if you will be keeping nuclear weapons on hair-trigger alert. Will you
forswear the first use of nuclear weapons?

We need to know if you will rejoin the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty, unilaterally
abandoned by President George W. Bush, and the Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF)
Treaty, unilaterally abandoned by President Donald Trump.

Will you contribute to an era of peaceful relations, or will you pursue antagonistic
polices toward China and Russia? Will you continue investing billions of dollars on new
nuclear weapons?

Are you willing to risk a civilization-ending apocalypse by playing nuclear chicken with
other nuclear-armed nations? Or will you lead us toward a planet that is free of nuclear
weapons? We urge you to acknowledge and sign the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons.

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) entered into force last year but
lacks the support of the world’s nine nuclear powers—and, as anti-war campaigners pointed
out at the beginning of the U.N. summit earlier this month, nuclear-armed nations already
refuse to abide by their existing treaty obligations.
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As activists kicked off the conference by urging countries with nuclear weapons to comply
with treaties they’ve signed, support the TPNW, and work toward global disarmament, the
U.N. chief issued a chilling reminder of what is at stake.

“Today,” warned U.N. Secretary-General Anténio Guterres, “humanity is just one
misunderstanding, one miscalculation away from nuclear annihilation.”

From Common Dreams: Our work is licensed under Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
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“This book is a ‘must’ resource - a richly documented and systematic diagnosis of the
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countries to seize their oil fields and resources under cover of ‘freedom and democracy’.
-John McMurtry, Professor of Philosophy, Guelph University

“In a world where engineered, pre-emptive, or more fashionably “humanitarian” wars of
aggression have become the norm, this challenging book may be our final wake-up call.”
-Denis Halliday, Former Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations

Michel Chossudovsky exposes the insanity of our privatized war machine. Iran is being
targeted with nuclear weapons as part of a war agenda built on distortions and lies for the
purpose of private profit. The real aims are oil, financial hegemony and global control. The
price could be nuclear holocaust. When weapons become the hottest export of the world’s
only superpower, and diplomats work as salesmen for the defense industry, the whole world
is recklessly endangered. If we must have a military, it belongs entirely in the public sector.
No one should profit from mass death and destruction.

-Ellen Brown, author of ‘Web of Debt’ and president of the Public Banking Institute
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