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The rather sweet-faced young airman planned his final act carefully.
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After realizing that his life was not worth more than the lives that are being destroyed in
Palestine, Aaron Bushnell imagined a way to “turn our eyes to Gaza” and its enormous
human losses, while adding his life to theirs.

To succeed in turning attention to Gaza meant somehow capturing the extensive media
coverage that has been mostly supportive of Israel.

Therefore,  on  Sunday  February  25,  2024,  Aaron  strode  grim-faced  towards  the  Israeli
embassy in Washington. 

En-route, wearing his military fatigues, he spoke calmly to his camera. 

He had chosen his words carefully:

“I will no longer be complicit in genocide. I am about to engage in an extreme act of
protest for compared to what people have been experiencing in Palestine at the hands
of their colonizers, it is not extreme at all. This is what our ruling class has decided will
be normal.”

After setting up his camera on the ground, he walked several paces, turned his back to the
embassy, and poured a powerful accelerant all over himself and ignited it. Immediately
engulfed in flames, Aaron repeatedly yelled “Free Palestine,” until he finally collapsed.

He streamed the entire  event  on twitch.  (It’s  disturbing footage;  please consider  your
decision before watching it.)

Aaron left a final Facebook message just before he carried out his plan. It provided a link to
the live-stream documentation he had set up. And he asked us to consider:

“Many of us like to ask ourselves, ‘What would I do if I was alive during slavery? Or the
Jim  Crow  South?  Or  apartheid?  What  would  I  do  if  my  country  was  committing
genocide?’

“The answer is, you’re doing it. Right now.”

What Followed in the Media?

The media headlines responded typically as follows, doing an immense disservice to the
30,000 Palestinians killed to date, and to the man who gave his life to generate media
coverage:

The Washington Post even smeared him:

https://x.com/QuirkFax/status/1762087245459173625?s=20
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NPR, after nearly 24 hours, was not able to identify Bushnell’s motives, even though he had
shouted “free Palestine” as he burned:

 

 

Only CNN reported Aaron’s words about the normalization of genocide:

 

https://x.com/MikeElk/status/1762246393081532530?s=20
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Regarding CNN’s response, independent journalist Caitlin Johnstone observed on Twitter/X:

He did it.  Aaron Bushnell  forced this  to  happen.  He did something so jarring and
impactful that the mass media would be forced to report the raw facts about it if they
want  to  avoid  internal  conflict  like  CNN  and  NYT  have  been  experiencing  in  recent
weeks.  He  left  them  no  choice.

Journalist Abby Martin wrote:

For Bushnell, the torment meant also having to put on the uniform of the institution
loading  the  weapons,  running  the  supply  missions,  providing  assistance  to  the
genocide. Bushnell saw he was an accomplice to all that. The truth killed him.

But the media has been historically blind to the agony in Gaza:

 

https://x.com/caitoz/status/1762212568398278893?s=20
https://x.com/AbbyMartin/status/1762255270682771896?s=20
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Screenshot from The Intercept

 

Somehow, we have to make Aaron Bushnell’s ultimate sacrifice worthwhile.

We need to stop this war in the names of all who have died in Gaza — whom he chose to
join  in  suffering  and  death  —  and  mark  his  gift  of  sacrifice  to  peace  on  the  day  he  died,
February 25th of each year.

*
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