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Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East (CJPME) condemns the smear campaign
against Birju Dattani, the incoming chief commissioner of the Canadian Human Rights
Commission (CHRC). The campaign, which is led by pro-Israel advocacy organizations, seeks
to cancel Dattani’s appointment over his past support for Palestinian human rights. CJPME
asserts that challenging Israel’s racist practices against Palestinians is a legitimate form of
political expression and entirely consistent with Dattani’s mandate to combat racism, and
urges Justice Minister Virani to reject the calls to rescind the appointment.

“This witch hunt is about more than just Mr. Dattani. Pro-Israel groups are trying to
police the boundaries of anti-racism work so that those who express solidarity with
Palestinians are excluded,” said Thomas Woodley, President of CJPME. “At a time when
Israel’s racist and apartheid character is widely acknowledged by the international
human rights community, pro-Israel groups are trying to make it a disqualifying offence
to criticize racist Israeli practices. This is an absurd and dangerous request which the
government must unambivalently reject,” added Woodley.

Mr. Dattani has been defended by his former employer the Yukon Human Rights
Commission and a group of human rights and labour organizations including the National
Union of Public and General Employees (NUPGE) and the Federation of Black Canadians
(FBC). Although Minister Virani has nominally stood by the appointment, CJPME notes with
regret that the government has itself fed into the smear campaign by ceding to calls for an
unnecessary investigation and by falsely suggesting that Dattani failed to disclose his
background.

CJPME believes that this incident underlines the need for the federal government to
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recognize and combat anti-Palestinian racism, which has been described by the Arab
Canadian Lawyers Association (ACLA) as “a form of anti-Arab racism that silences, excludes,
erases, stereotypes, defames or dehumanizes Palestinians or their narratives.”
Unfortunately, APR was excluded from Canada’s renewed Anti-Racism Strategy, published
last month, even though the document had identified Palestinians as a group facing
“unprecedented levels” of hate. CJPME also notes that the same organizations behind the
smear campaign to fire Dattani are also leading the campaign to prevent institutions from
recognizing anti-Palestinian racism, further attempting to exclude Palestinians from
discussions about racism and discrimination.
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Commission. (Birju Dattani/Yukon News)

The original source of this article is CJPME

Copyright © Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East, CJPME, 2024

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Canadians for
Justice and Peace in the
Middle East

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.cjpme.org/r?u=QyfNJZS9cFvd0ZrsCSrRhtLwmE2ysLIndxLHhHnIpe6kSog866Prq9ume6pFYRsq7QCviLVPZR_GZVpkPrrxG3KwgOwjrJYIWQc5bsu5jEgQqWFlCycEXiSHyEGidSaeoT4tsKLExzY6Gq8CdcOQJC3URtYl1dioJGNl1cwcqvt4sdLOACdXjhkL_7OFVBuUl9F3EgrvNRuneHpY_UDgmFC1GndwnIEUBAtL4PdU38g&e=919636d98967df85e0647cb77d473391f8c3f237&utm_source=cjpme&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pr_2024_06_05_chrc&n=4
https://www.cjpme.org/r?u=Nq-t0WBlHMBYfuwHnL2PFfX4iS2xwH61EojOedJRawQX9jMIihH8zItDR5KcS6cbljg8ITg9doqUggY8M9LqLS-4tyGtVaffwHWQ6VSHFfv7RY6nwyu_NmR-1fage86CUWRhSzvYB6-bvJm3pOrisosBaEZbYeKoxcLQGPtzbRY&e=919636d98967df85e0647cb77d473391f8c3f237&utm_source=cjpme&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pr_2024_06_05_chrc&n=5
https://www.cjpme.org/r?u=i2YrL6C8O4abA-kMhBkc_lCsgcicYTwe5ApTX5EITs3WXWAF7mXt-t7Wg5hSe7mTyP12neuzW-xNDaK9Ks-DfXT2BKxaXUSM8Opo9MY28bTCMLHDy-b7a0q9NG8MI7q18DkChY8BX8KhIpqghVCpjta7q-uDpexsdeEbLBlqhll0xOaG0Re0kBXzMR1ljoeD&e=919636d98967df85e0647cb77d473391f8c3f237&utm_source=cjpme&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pr_2024_06_05_chrc&n=6
https://www.yukon-news.com/news/newly-appointed-human-rights-chief-confident-investigation-will-vindicate-him-7416522
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/canadians-for-justice-and-peace-in-the-middle-east
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/canadians-for-justice-and-peace-in-the-middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/canadians-for-justice-and-peace-in-the-middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/canadians-for-justice-and-peace-in-the-middle-east
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

