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And The Benghazi Media Circus Plays On…

By Joachim Hagopian
Global Research, May 06, 2014

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Intelligence, Media Disinformation

In-depth Report: NATO'S WAR ON LIBYA,
SYRIA

The Benghazi story has once again become the “banzai!” rallying cry for a swarm of pundits
and politicians in Washington. Lining up on both sides of the partisan aisle on all the Sunday
morning talk shows, like it or not, the American public is being barraged with yet another
frenzied round of media circus hype in the shark-infested political waters circling over four
dead  corpses  of  the  murdered-in-Benghazi  Americans.  With  their  wagons  drawn,  the
Democrat-leaning, pro-Hillary-Obama “liberal left” camp are in full damage control overdrive
while diehard Republican predators smelling blood move in for the kill Obama legacy with
their eye on the bonus prize killing Democrats’ and Hillary’s 2016 presidential chances all in
one fell swoop. Like in the Roman gladiator coliseum, the presstitutes announce, “Let the
circus  games [once again]  begin!”  Since attacking the hornet’s  nest  of  Obamacare  is
beginning to fizzle out, all the Hillary and Obama haters are frothing at the mouth over this
latest Benghazi opening.

A recent article written by this writer for Global Research posted last Saturday – “The
Benghazi Scandal Is Obama’s Watergate But Worse” – was written in an effort to seek and
uncover the truth. Accurate reporting on major world events is a challenge in today’s world
where propaganda and disinformation are mainstream media norms and where virtually all
major players in American politics simply lie through their teeth every time they open their
mouths in constant effort to look good and cover up the truth. The American public knows
this pathetic and sobering fact that deception has come to rule in the world of both politics
and the media. People today neither believe their newscasters nor their political leaders.
That is why examining the content of the tidal wave of assertions and opinions spewing
forth from politicians and pundits in the aftermath of the latest Benghazi revelations must
be taken with a grain of salt. Again, truth in today’s world is hard to come by. But as an
investigative reporter, presenting a brief overview of recent comments and statements for
any informed citizen to process and digest seems a worthwhile and important enterprise.

A timeline of recently unfolding events: On 10/12/12 exactly one month after the Benghazi
incident,  the  legal  conservative  group  Judicial  Watch  filed  a  Freedom  of  Information  Act

request seeking documents related to the Benghazi attack on September 11th, 2012 that
killed the US Ambassador to Libya Christopher Stevens and three other Americans. Obama,
who had campaigned on a promise of transparency in the criminal wake of the Bush regime,
has proven to be anything but open and transparent. Having to sue the US government for

access  to  the  records,  on  April  18th,  2014,  a  full  year  and  a  half  later,  the  Obama
administration’s stonewalling ultimately failed and Judicial Watch successfully got hold of 41
State Department Benghazi related documents. Emails between high level White House
officials  discussing damage control  strategies  in  the  immediate  aftermath of  the  Benghazi
assault were released last week. Jubilant Republicans are now calling one of those emails
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their “smoking gun,” believing it is so incriminating that it will do in their would-be opponent
Hillary Clinton from potentially competing in the 2016 presidential election.

The  newly  declassified  email  written  by  Obama’s  then  Deputy  Strategic  Communications
Adviser Ben Rhodes specifically directed then UN Ambassador Susan Rice in preparation for

her  Sunday  morning  talk  show  appearances  on  September  16th,  2012  to  explain  the
administration’s take on what it knew of the Benghazi murders. Rhodes advised Rice to
attribute the Benghazi uprising as “rooted in an Internet video, and not a failure of policy,”
pushing talking points  designed to  bolster  Obama’s  presidential  image as  a  cool-as-a-
cucumber-under-fire  kind  of  wise  and  benevolent  leader  and  statesman.  The  major
emphasis of the email instructed Rice to blame the bogus anti-Moslem video as inciting a
spontaneous protest like in other countries in the region that apparently grew violently out
of control, of course all the while knowing that that was a boldface lie.

This crucial piece of evidence proves that President Obama and Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton both knew that the video did not cause the attack but that they chose to willfully
deceive the American public in order to protect their own political careers and hence was
born the infamously never ending Benghazi  cover-up.  Obama and Hillary withheld this
damning  email  evidence  even  from  the  House  Oversight  Committee  led  by
Congressman Darrel Issa (R-CA) requesting all documents pertaining to Benghazi more than
a year ago. With the presidential election less than two months away at the time of the
attack, Obama and Hillary were determined at all cost to keep hidden from Americans the
real truth of criminal Benghazi activity they were guilty of engaging in during the months
leading up to the attack. Last Thursday an angry Issa subpoenaed current Secretary of State

John Kerry to appear before the committee on May 21st to further explain why those critical
State  Department  records  recently  given to  Judicial  Watch  were  not  among the  3200
documents originally handed over to his committee well over a year ago.

Another disclosure at last Thursday’s House Oversight Committee hearing further damaging
the  credibility  and  actions  of  the  Obama  administration  came  from retired  Air  Force
General Robert Lovell who at the time of Benghazi was in Germany serving as the senior
African  Command  deputy  director  for  intelligence.  Lovell  testified,  “We  should  have  sent
help,” adding that the White House decision not to attempt military assistance due to the
time factor was unacceptable. Lovell also stated unequivocally that the military knew that
the Benghazi attack had nothing to do with the video falsely used by the administration to
explain away the tragedy. The ex-general felt his military should have intervened and was
waiting all night long for the call that never came from his bosses in Washington. Clearly he
feels a sense of remorse and regret over the passivity imposed on him by his commander-
in-chief Obama and State Department head Clinton.

Within hours of the general’s testimony came rebukes from both the senior Republican and
Democrat on the powerful House Armed Services Committee making claims backing the
administration’s that the military was incapable of responding in time to assist the ill-fated
Americans in Benghazi. Because they represent the military in Congress that had already
drawn  the  conclusion  that  nothing  tactically  could  have  been  done  to  save  the  four
Americans, they were quick to rebut the general’s testimony. Yet the day before 9/11 every
year since 9/11/01 including on 9/10/11, the president meets with top military and security
personnel to ensure that US embassies around the globe are bolstered with much needed
extra security for 9/11 readiness. Yet the Benghazi compound was so insecure despite
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repeated requests, both Obama and the military apparently failed to have any military units
on standby that could reach Benghazi to be of service on the night of 9/11/12. And this
comes  after  intelligence  sources  have  been reporting  insufficient  security  at  the  Benghazi
embassy compound.

Investigative reporter Kenneth R. Timmerman as author of a new forthcoming book entitled
‘Dark Forces: The Truth About What Happened in Benghazi’ states:

We know that orders were issued, then recalled, to deploy a 50-man Special Forces unit
from Croatia that could have reached Benghazi within hours.Timmerman concludes that to
date no documents revealing the person who ordered that unit to stand down have yet to
surface.

Meanwhile,  last  week in a heated exchange with ABC correspondent Jon Karl  a visibly
agitated White  House Press  Secretary Jay Carney insisted that  Rhodes’  email  was not
related to Benghazi at all but referred to the Moslem protests generally taking place in the
region in response to the video. The next day Fox reporter Ed Henry engaged Carney on the
same issue,  eliciting  the  same  haranguing  reaction.  All  this  appears  to  be  yet  more
desperate lies in a feeble attempt to cover his bosses’ Obama and Hillary’s asses called
criminal guilt, and by so doing committing his own. Carney had been among the original
recipients of Rhodes’ email.

Carney further explained that the same Rhodes talking points echoed those delivered earlier
to Congress and the White House by deputy CIA director Mike Morell who a month ago
claimed he received no pressure or influence from anyone in the Obama administration in
coming up with his version of what most likely transpired on 9/11/12 based on all  CIA
intelligence sources available at the time. Yet on his own Morell admitted to toning down the
intelligence reports leading up to the Benghazi attack purposely so as to not appear to be an
“I  told  you  so”  gesture  that  would  offend  Hillary  and  her  State  Department.  That  said,
Hillary’s underling and rising star Victoria Nuland (the later promoted to profanity-speaking
Assistant Secretary of State who played such a key role in the recent US backed fascist
Ukrainan coup) objected to Morell’s talking points that in her mind leaned too heavily toward
blaming  her  boss  and  their  State  Department  for  insufficient  security  at  the  Benghazi
compound.  Her  words:

Why  do  we  want  Hill  to  start  fingering  Ansar  Al  Sharia  [the  known  al  Qaeda  affiliated
attackers that murdered the four Americans], when we aren’t doing that ourselves until we
have the investigation results…and the penultimate point could be abused by Members to
beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we want
to  feed  that?…  Concerned.Observe  how  the  exclusive  focus  of  all  post-Benghazi
interdepartmental  correspondence  from  Rhodes’  to  Morell’s  to  Nuland’s  all  center  on
appearance and potential perception to avoid CYA blame. Furthest down on their priority list
is honest and truthful disclosure and self-accountability. Again, the name of the game in the
world of politics is passing the buck whenever possible to minimize potential heat that
comes with looking bad and maximizing looking good by any means or lies necessary.
Benghazi perfectly illustrates all of this.

Based on the information finally coming to light all last week, last Friday House Speaker John
Boehner (R-OH) called for a special select committee not unlike the one for Watergate to
further investigate Benghazi. Representative Trey Gowdy (SC-R) has already been selected
as  its  lead  investigator.  This  grandstanding  ploy  seems  a  bit  superfluous  and  redundant
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since the House Oversight Committee has ostensibly been trying to get to the bottom of
Benghazi for nearly a year and a half, albeit thus far ineffective in its results, no help from
the State Department’s prior email omissions.

Not only is Benghazi the hot topic buzzing here in America, on that same day last Friday,
more bullets was buzzing in Benghazi as well. Nine police security soldiers were gunned
down by, you guessed it, the same murderers still remaining at large that were behind the
9/11/12 Benghazi attack – the militant group the US has for years labeled an al Qaeda
affiliated terrorist organization Ansar al-Sharia. After massacring 31 peaceful demonstrators
protesting outside the militants’ headquarters last June, last week’s massacre is a powerful
statement showing that the terrorists are still in charge in Benghazi and immune from any
accountability from the US installed puppet government either in Tripoli or Washington.
They remain free men at large despite Obama’s promise to hunt them down and bring them
to justice.

The  senior  Democratic  House  Intel  Committee  Representative  Adam  Schiff  (D-CA)  typifies
the partisan Obama-Hillary politics games of each side racing to the media to point fingers
at each other in their same old, same old blame game. On Sunday Schiff stated he does not
want  any  Democrats  to  participate  in  the  newly  forming  select  committee  that  the
Republican House Speaker Boehner has just recently called for, already naming its GOP
chair. That is simply a game the Dems will refuse to play. Why? Because Republicans cannot
make them. Sound familiar? Perhaps your 7-year old child might employ this same game
strategy.

Insider Dems like former White House advisor turned ABC analyst (and another original
recipient  of  Rhodes’  infamous  email)  David  Plouffe  conveniently  took  to  ABC’s  Sunday
morning On This Week with George Stephanopoulos crying foul  even louder with their
familiar “conspiracy” chant they customarily use to discredit any criticism leveled at the
Obama administration.  His  cries  reaching  desperation  this  week  accuse  a  “very  loud,
delusional minority” of Republicans of an obsessive politics game over Benghazi. Another all
too familiar grade school tactic, whatever misbehavior you are accused of, simply accuse
your enemy of the same offense, an old early childhood trick that you never need outgrow
in the world of politics.

Still another indignant reaction hardcore defenders of Hillary and Obama are now quick to
cite are the thirteen embassy attacks that occurred as so called “Benghazi’s on Bush’s
watch” when not a peep was ever heard from the press. This straw house strategy is
designed to show how Republicans and Fox News are hypocritical in their obsession to find
dirt on Benghazi where they deny any exists. Yet this accusation seems to omit one very
significant fact.  Not one of  those embassy attacks during the Bush regime resulted in any
murdered Americans, much less four of them and one being a US Ambassador, something
that has not happened in the last 32 years before Benghazi.

The media circus demonizing partisan politics players on both sides epitomizes why the US
government  is  so  utterly  broken,  horribly  dysfunctional,  morally  bankrupt  and  totally
ineffective in addressing any and all of the most pressing problems facing America and the
world today. The blame game is all they know. Yet in all their exaggeration, lies, name
calling  and  finger  pointing,  not  one  of  them  is  even  addressing  the  pink  elephant  in  the
room.

Obama,  Hillary  and  then  CIA  Director  retired  General  Betrayus  Petraeus  were/are
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international gun running criminal outlaws of the worst kind, working with the very same al
Qaeda terrorist bunch that murdered those four nearly forgotten Americans. US tax dollars
were/are going into the pockets of Ansar al-Sharia and al Qaeda mercenaries that looted
Muammar  Kaddafi’s  gold  cache  and  enormous  weapon  arsenal  that  included  chemical
weapons as well as surface to air missiles. And Obama, Petraeus and 2016 presidential heir
apparent Hillary were in deep over their heads under Hillary and Stevens’ State Department
cover, shipping them from Benghazi through Turkey to Syria to covertly fight a war by proxy
against Assad’s government forces. After more than three bloody years, to this day the US is
still bent on destroying another sovereign nation posing absolutely no security threat to
America.

These are the war crimes constantly being committed by Obama, Petraeus and Hillary and
their lies upon lies are unraveling at an accelerated clip with each passing month. Thus,
expect to see more desperate acts of aggression from desperate despots who know that
their jig is up. Yet desperate despots do not care how many humans they will take down
with them. But justice for these longtime perpetrators of multiple crimes against humanity
will be served in the end.

Joachim  Hagopian  is  a  West  Point  graduate  and  former  Army  officer.  His  written
manuscript based on his military experience examines leadership and national security
issues  and can  be  consulted  at  http://www.redredsea.net/westpointhagopian/.  After  the
military, Joachim earned a masters degree in psychology and became a licensed therapist
working  in  the  mental  health  field  for  more  than  a  quarter  century.  He  now  focuses  on
writing.
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