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Africa Land Grabs: Farmers in several African
countries stand up against Bolloré
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Réseaux d'Action Transnationale (ReAct),

Farmers in four African countries, the residents of plantations under the control of the
Bolloré group, are organising coordinated actions this Wednesday, June 5th, as the group
holds its general shareholders’ meeting. In Paris, citizens of the countries concerned will
present their demands to the managers of the group.

On the same day, Liberian villagers will occupy the SRC plantations, farmers and traditional
Cameroonian leaders will assemble before the head office of Socapalm in Douala, the
residents of the SAC in Sierra Leone and those of the SoGB in the Ivory Coast will march
upon the headquarters of the respective firms they are in conflict with. In order to confront
these companies on a multinational scale, they have decided to coordinate their efforts. On
June 5th, they wish to make their demands heard by Vincent Bolloré, the president of the
group that controls these different companies.

Monopolisation of land, violation of the conventions that guarantee compensation to
villagers, pollution...The list of grievances is long, and is expressed by Cameroonians,
Ivorians, Sierra Leoneans and Liberians alike. Protests have multiplied over the years with
the group’s extension of its plantation lands, but locally organised negotiations have more
often than not lead to a stalemate. With the support of Réseaux d’Action Transnationale
(ReAct), residents have increasingly been in contact through phone calls and SMS’s to
discuss their situations, decide upon their common demands and coordinate their actions.

“This initial international protest is just the beginning. We are committed to upholding our
rights and Mr. Bolloré will have to understand that,” said Emmanuel Elong, spokesperson of
Synaparcam, the Socapalm resident farmers’ union in Cameroon.

“Mr. Bolloré must hear the legitimate demands of the resident farmers of the African
countries where his group is making hefty profits,” explains David Ngangang, member of the
Parisian delegation who will deliver the letter of common demands to the Bolloré group
headquarters in Puteaux during the general shareholders’ meeting.

Open letter from the affected communities to Vincent Bolloré

More information: http://en.projet-react.or
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