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Afghanistan: Coalition Forces attack Hospital
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On Wednesday evening September 2 at 10 pm coalition vehicles drove up at SCA’s
Hospital in Shaniz, Wardak province along the main highway from Kabul to Ghazni. They
entered  the  hospital  compound,  reportedly  without  giving  any  reason  or  justification  for
entering the hospital  compound.  They searched all  rooms,  even bathrooms,  male  and
female  wards.  Rooms that  were  locked  were  forcefully  entered  and  the  doors  of  the
malnutrition ward and the ultrasound ward were broken by force to  gain  entry.  Upon
entering the hospital they tied up four employees and two family members of patients at the
hospital. SCA staffs as well as patients (even those in beds) were forced out of rooms/wards
throughout the search.

On leaving the hospital at around 12 pm, military issued verbal “orders”/instructions; that
on receiving any patient  that  could  be an insurgent  the hospital  staff has to  report  to  the
Coalition Forces who would then determine if the hospital would be permitted or not of
treating such patient.

“This is simply not acceptable. It is not only a clear violation of globally recognized
humanitarian  principles  about  the  sanctity  of  health  facilities  and  staff  in  areas  of  conflict
but also a clear breach of the civil-military agreement between NGOs and ISAF. We demand
guarantees from the IMF command that such violations will not be repeated and that this is
made  clear  to  commanders  in  the  field.  SCA  can  not  and  will  not  tolerate  this  kind  of
treatment by the IMF. Nor is the SCA bound by any orders from IMF regarding to whom
treatment can be given” says Anders Fange, Country Director, SCA.

The hospital is located in  an area where community acceptance is  essential  to the
continued  functioning  and  safety  of  the  hospital  and  its  staff.  The  hospital  has  faced  a
further intrusion on 13 July, when private security guards escorting a convoy came under
attack from insurgents and sought shelter/treatment in a very aggressive manner in the
hospital and proceeded to assault staff and damage property.

This latest incident comes at a time when a clinic in Paktika was attacked on 26 August
by ANSF/IMF following reports of an alleged AOG commander inside. At issue, in addition to
the  safety  of  staff  and  patients,  are  perceptions  amongst  all  parties  as  to  the  status  of
clearly marked hospital/medical facilities. When such facilities are no longer regarded with
the sanctity which has previously been accorded, then hospitals merely become buildings
and  a  legitimate  arena  to  continue  the  conflict.  Such  intrusions  have  previously  been
recorded  by  both  sides  in  the  conflict.

For more information please contact:

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/swedish-committee-for-afghanistan-sca
http://www.swedishcommittee.org/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda


| 2

Anders Fänge
Country Director SCA
+93-(0)700-299 288
anders.fange@sca.org.af

Dr. Shams
Coordinator Health Technical Unit
+93-(0)700-395 401
s.s.shams@sca.org.af

Information Unit
+93-(0)700-078 103

The original source of this article is Swedish Committee for Afghanistan
Copyright © Swedish Committee for Afghanistan (SCA), Swedish Committee for Afghanistan,
2009

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Swedish
Committee for
Afghanistan (SCA)

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.swedishcommittee.org/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/swedish-committee-for-afghanistan-sca
http://www.swedishcommittee.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/swedish-committee-for-afghanistan-sca
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/swedish-committee-for-afghanistan-sca
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/swedish-committee-for-afghanistan-sca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

