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9th Circuit: Feds Free to Censor ‘Anti-Vaccine’
‘Misinformation’ Via Pressure on Social Media
Companies
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What a wild coincidence: one branch of government (judiciary) doesn’t mind another branch
of government (executive) doing whatever it likes extraconstitutionally.

That’s called Democracy™, boys and girls, and it’s sacred. 

Via Reuters (emphasis added):

“Meta Platforms defeated an appeal by Children’s Health Defense, an anti-
vaccine group founded by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., challenging its censorship of
Facebook  posts  that  spread  misinformation  about  vaccines’  efficacy  and
safety.

In  a  decision  on  Friday,  the  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  Pasadena,
California,  said  the  nonprofit  did  not  show  that  Meta  worked  with  or  was
coerced  by  federal  officials  to  suppress  views  challenging  “government
orthodoxy”  on  vaccines.

Children’s Health Defense sued in 2020, saying that Meta had violated its constitutional
rights  by  flagging  “vaccine  misinformation”  as  false,  and  taking  away  its  right  to
advertise  on  Facebook.”

Not being a legal scholar, I’m sure there’s a good answer to this, but I’m not clear: why
would CHD sue Meta and not the government for violating its First Amendment
rights, when it was at the government’s behest that Meta acted?

Via Children’s Health Defense (emphasis added):

“CHD’s suit accused the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and
other federal agencies of “privatizing” the First Amendment by teaming up
with Facebook to censor speech which, “under the Bill of Rights, the Government
cannot censor.”

According to the lawsuit, filed in August 2020 — and amended in December 2020 — the
CDC and the World Health Organization “collaborated closely with Facebook
to suppress vaccine safety speech by using a ‘warning label’ and other similar
types of notices which, while purporting to flag misinformation, in reality censor valid
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and  truthful  speech,  including  content  posted  by  plaintiff  on  its  Facebook  page
regarding  vaccines.”

This collaboration amounted to “state action” and was in violation of the First
Amendment, CHD said…

The court… ruled that CHD failed to allege any facts that would suggest an agreement
between the government and Meta that “required Meta to take a particular action in
response to misinformation about vaccines or that the government coerced Meta into
implementing a specific policy.””

I must have skipped the day in Constitution Law at Valdosta State University when we
learned that the Constitution carves out special powers for the government to interfere in a
private company’s affairs in order to cajole them into suppressing speech it finds distasteful.
My mistaken impression was that the First Amendment covered that whole issue pretty
decisively.

Maybe it’s the ambiguous  “promoting the general welfare” clause, which has been invoked
in all manner of absurd government social engineering over the years.

These are not two people “talking to each other.” This is one entity — the government —
with immense power to regulate, tax, and even shut down the other entity — Meta — if it
doesn’t go with the program a la TikTok.

And Meta is massively exposed in multiple ways: it turns over private user data to shady
third  parties  for  cash;  it  breaches  anti-trust  laws;  it  colludes  with  hostile  foreign
governments, to name a few. Were the government so inclined, it could flush Meta down the
memory hole into oblivion in a heartbeat.

But, this being anarcho-tyranny, it doesn’t, because Meta heels when it’s commanded to
heel. Mark Zuckerberg is a good boy who behaves himself for his masters.

*

Click the share button below to email/forward this article to your friends and colleagues.
Follow us on Instagram and Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to
repost and share widely Global Research articles.

One Month Before Global Research’s Anniversary

This article was originally published on the author’s Substack, Armageddon Prose.

Ben Bartee,  author  of  Broken  English  Teacher:  Notes  From Exile,  is  an  independent
Bangkok-based American journalist with opposable thumbs. He is a regular contributor to
Global Research. Follow his stuff via Substack. Also, keep tabs via Twitter.

Featured image is from Shutterstock/mundissima

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Ben Bartee, Global Research, 2024

https://www.instagram.com/globalresearch_crg/
https://twitter.com/CrGlobalization
https://t.me/gr_crg
https://www.globalresearch.ca/one-month-before-global-research-anniversary/5864753
https://armageddonprose.substack.com/p/9th-circuit-feds-free-to-censor-anti
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1959111027/ref=x_gr_bb_amazon?ie=UTF8&tag=x_gr_bb_amazon-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1959111027&SubscriptionId=1MGPYB6YW3HWK55XCGG2
https://armageddonprose.substack.com/
https://twitter.com/ArmageddonProse
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-bartee


| 3

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Ben Bartee

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-bartee
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

