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9/11 Truth: Courageous LAPD Whistle-Blower
Michael Ruppert, Committed Suicide, Why?
Rest in Peace

By Dr. Gary G. Kohls
Global Research, April 23, 2014
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Theme: Terrorism

A couple of years ago I was the only person in Duluth’s Zinema theater watching Michael
Ruppert’s powerful feature-length documentary film “Collapse”. At the time, the Zinema
was still early in its history and very few people even showed up to watch the afternoon
video versions of DemocracyNow! that were being screened for free every week day.

 “Collapse” can be seen at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeufX6S-Q_s,

It is essential viewing and study for anybody who would like to have de-mystified the world’s
dysfunctional politics, economics, corporations, etc,

 In “Collapse”, Ruppert powerfully articulated the basic themes of his best-selling book
“Crossing the Rubicon: The Decline of the American Empire at the End of the Age of Oil”
(including the powerful video “The Truth and Lies About 9/11/01” available at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQR2z4YCzDw.

The film powerfully  asserted that  there  was  an intimate  connection  between Peak Oil  and
the  realities  of  9/11/01.  Ruppert’s  indictment  of  the  military/industrial/congressional
complex at the time were unassailable, and those assertions have held up over the years
and  his  predictions  are  right  on  target.  “Collapse”  affected  me  deeply,  particularly  when
Ruppert, a hard-boiled ex-LAPD narcotics cop, broke down in tears ( at 61 minutes) over his
concern about the future of the planet and his frustration about the lack of action by the
criminally inactive and over-privileged powers-that-be in Congress, the White House, the
Supreme Court, Wall Street, the Federal Reserve Board and every sociopathic multinational
corporation you can think of, none of whom have the political will to do the right thing for
humanity  that  could,  if  they weren’t  so  greedy and short-sighted,  stop the poisoning,
exploitation, starvation, militarization and over-population of the planet.

I have had the utmost respect for Ruppert’s investigative journalism, warnings and calls to
action ever since I saw “Collapse”.

Ruppert’s courageous whistle-blowing career – which evolved into an equally courageous
investigative journalism career – started in Los Angeles as a narcotics officer with the LAPD
and ended shortly  thereafter  when he uncovered and reported CIA drug-running (with
complicity from his own police department). Ever since he has been a hated target of the
CIA, FBI, Wall Street, the 1% and most of the leaders of US political parties, including all
Republicans and the vast majority of Democrats.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/gary-g-kohls
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/9-11-war-on-terrorism


| 2

One of the most important attributes about Ruppert was that he saw through 9/11/01 before
most other skeptics.

Within a couple of months after 9/11, Ruppert published and  spoke out publicly against the
White House’s provably false 9/11 conspiracy theories (ie, the theory that two jet planes and
the subsequent low-heat office fires [impossibly] melted – and sectioned – scores of massive
steel beams at multiple levels and simultaneously pulverized all the concrete and then,
equally impossibly, caused the pan-caking, at free fall speeds, of three WTC towers 1, 2 and
7).

Ruppert was the publisher/editor of “From the Wilderness” (www.fromthewilderness.com), a
newsletter that has been read in more than 50 countries. Its subscribers included 60-plus
members of the US congress during the Bush era, professors at more than 40 universities
and major business and economic leaders around the world.

Ruppert’s  final  radio  show,  the 4-13-14 edition  of  “The Lifeboat  Hour”,  was  broadcast  just
hours before he killed himself with a handgun at a friend’s home in California, leaving
behind a number of handwritten notes, including two suicide notes. Even though many
whistleblowers of his stature have been victims of homicides that have been staged as
suicides, friends have authenticated the notes as his. The last “lifeboat Hour” show can be
heard  at:  http://www.maxkeiser.com/2014/04/mike-ruppert-rip/.  His  last  utterance
unaccountably  promised  that  The  Lifeboat  Hour  would  be  hosted  by  him  in  a  week.

Michael Ruppert is as much a whistle-blowing American hero as was Tom Paine, Henry David
Thoreau, Abraham Lincoln, Mark Twain, Dorothy Day, the Berrigan brothers, Daniel Ellsberg,
Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Robert Kennedy, Paul Wellstone, Reverend Kevin Annett,
Richard Gage, Bradley Manning and Edward Snowden, and his messages have been as
ignored, feared and viciously attacked as were the others. The mainstream media have
pointedly – and disgracefully – failed to even report his death, not wanting to draw attention
to his unwelcome truths.

Even though Ruppert  feared that America’s and the planet’s collapse is  inevitable,  his
urgent pleas deserve our attention now more than ever. Please take his message seriously
before it’s  too late –  and challenge every corporation,  every political  candidate,  every
plutocrat and every clergyperson with that message.

Here is a eulogy from a friend of Michael Ruppert, Sander Hicks

“Mike Ruppert was a friend of mine.

“He was an American prophet, a social critic, and a 9/11 truther. He had his enemies and he
had his demons. He confronted the enemies. Not sure he confronted the demons.

But we can’t judge that now.

 “His death this past weekend is a huge loss for the people. When I say ‘the people’ I mean
anyone who cares about a political system out of control, blind to its own corruption,
deluded by its sugar-free media.

 “Ruppert was a trained investigator who sought to expose the shadow elements of the US
government involved in drug trafficking and fake terrorism. He had the financial perception
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to alert the American people to the imminent economic crash, two years before the
meltdown of 2008. Mike Ruppert was one of the first to point out the gross anomalies and
obtuse leaps of logic in the Bush/Cheney explanations for the 9/11 attacks. In an
authoritative book, Ruppert even accused Vice President Dick Cheney as the chief executor
of the 9/11 attacks.

“We met in 1999 in New York City. Ruppert came into my life like a sentinel from a different
reality. I had just gone through a kind of gateway, and he was like Morpheus in the Matrix,
welcoming me in.  My red pill had been the disruptive re-print of a certain controversial
biography of then Governor George W. Bush. As an immediate result, an entire class of
underground whistle-blowers popped up to welcome me into their world. Welcome to Zion.
You are in. They introduced me to sets of facts and data that were verboten in the blue pill
media. Ruppert was at the center of that gang.

“He explained that he had been an LAPD cop and narcotics detective. His Mom had been a
Defense Intelligence Agency heavyweight in Moscow, so the CIA recruited him while he was
at LAPD. He declined the offer. Why? He saw shit.  He began feeding the LA Times info on
CIA heroin trafficking as far back as 1979.  LA Times sat on the story.

 “The drug war was phony. Which meant that both the local criminal justice system and the
national intelligence/military apparatus had zero credibility. Wall Street, the White House,
and everyone on down needed the drug war like a junkie wants heroin. The system was
using. The system was an addict.

“’The entire economy, and the entire political system itself, is currently hooked and
dependent upon drug money’ wrote Mike in 1999, on his main site, FromTheWilderness.com

“In the mid 90’s, when Ruppert’s friend Gary Webb broke a huge story in the San José
Mercury News, it documented how the CIA and the Nicauraguan Contra network facilitated
the crack cocaine epidemic in the 80’s. The CIA sent DCIA John Deutch to spin the story in a
public auditorium. Ruppert confronted Deutch and named three specific operations that
showed the US agencies were up to their elbows in black market cocaine and heroin. Deutch
sputtered, told people to phone the LAPD, and was laughed out of the room. He was swiftly
replaced at CIA.

“According to Ruppert, in October, 1999, investigators from the House Intelligence
Committee came to Los Angeles, and made copies 6,000 pages of his records.

“That same year, Ruppert asked me for a $10,000 advance to do a book on the US and
drugs. I didn’t have the money, and it’s just as well. Two years later 9/11 happened, and
Ruppert had a lot more to say.

“It turns out the same parties who pulled off the cocaine sales funding the Contras were at it
again. (Those parties being namely, the Bush Family, the GOP, the Democrats, the CIA and
other shadowy quasi-government black factions too numerous to list here.)

“The book Ruppert eventually brought out in 2004, was “Crossing the Rubicon: The Decline
of the American Empire at the End of the Age of Oil” (New Society Publishers).

“A  reviewer  on  Amazon  called  it  ‘The  single  most  important  book  written  in  the  last  fifty
years…. The Patriot Act, Homeland Security and the lies about WMDs in Iraq have created a
growing sense of unease in the collective unconscious. As a result, a growing number of
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intellectuals and every day citizens are beginning to see the Truth and more and more
people are beginning to wake up every day. “Crossing the Rubicon” is at the forefront of this
new awareness.’

“At  the  end of  2004,  however,  tragedy struck.  Ruppert’s  friend Gary  Webb,  who had
followed  in  Ruppert’s  footsteps  by  taking  on  CIA  drug  trafficking,  was  found  dead  of  a
gunshot  wound  to  the  head.

 “Reading Ruppert’s heartfelt obituary for Webb today, I am struck:

“I would never have confronted John Deutch at Locke High had it not been for Gary Webb.   I
myself might have committed suicide in 1996 – broke, divorced and having given up all
hope of making people listen — had it not been for Gary Webb. For some years now it has
been the farthest thing from my mind.

“Ten years later, suicide wasn’t far away any more. Ruppert’s struggles with depression,
[plus a variety of psychiatric drugs, in-patient psychiatric hospitalizations and nicotine
addictions over the years – Ed. Note] alcohol, and isolation became insurmountable. He
moved to Colorado. He did one final radio show last Saturday and then that was it. We are
all so fragile.

 “Wherever men and women of honor gather together from now on, your name will be
spoken with reverence, respect and gratitude. Ruppert wrote that for Webb ten years ago.
The same goes for him.

  “I prayed hard today to understand why this happened now. What does God want us to
know about why this happened? What can we learn? How can this man’s death and life give
our lives a brighter, sharper focus?”

   “I look at Ruppert’s life, his hard struggle, his victories and his short-comings. I wish we
were closer in his final couple of years. I loved him. I say the following with love. I say the
following because I don’t want to know any more great truth-loving writers to die this way. If
you  have  a  drinking  problem,  hit  a  meeting.  Reach  out.  It  worked  for  me,  to  stop  flailing
about, running from city to country to city, always moving, thinking a big move is going to
change things. Get centered. Pray and meditate. Be still.

“Something snapped in Ruppert sometime later in that decade, after the book. He moved to
Venezuela, in rushed effort to seek political  asylum from the Chavez government. Ruppert
probably wasn’t anti-imperialist enough for their tastes, at least not in a leftist way. Oh, and
the CIA/DIA family background probably didn’t help.

“I wept. I felt rage today. I was mad at you, Mike, going out this way. It was too similar to
Gary Webb, to Jim Hatfield the Bush biographer. I don’t want this pattern. Tell me it’s not the
fate for writers of deep truth, to die, alone, shooting their brains out, because they went
deep and hard after the invisible forces, the slithering stag. The hunter became hunted by
the dragon.

“No. Mike will be remembered for his discipline, his writing, his development of a critical
paradigm. Our society is stronger for the deep analysis. In the same way that Ruppert
investigated Gary Webb’s death, it’s up to us now to do the scientific and careful analysis of
the crime scene. To pick up where he left off, and wake up to a new view of the matrix.”
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