
| 1

From 9/11 to the Great Reset. From Al Qaeda to
Covid The Virus…
Davos types issue a new 'with us or against us' ultimatum eerily reminiscent
of the old 9/11 world

By Pepe Escobar
Global Research, September 11, 2020
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This article was originally published on Asia Times.

9/11 was the foundation stone of the new millennium – ever as much indecipherable as the
Mysteries  of  Eleusis.  A  year  ago,  on  Asia  Times,  once  again  I  raised  a  number  of
questions that still find no answer.

A  lightning  speed  breakdown  of  the  slings  and  arrows  of  outrageous  (mis)fortune
trespassing these two decades will certainly include the following. The end of history. The
short  unipolar moment.  The Pentagon’s Long War.  Homeland Security.  The Patriot  Act.
Shock  and  Awe.  The  tragedy/debacle  in  Iraq.  The  2008  financial  crisis.  The  Arab  Spring.
Color revolutions. “Leading from behind”. Humanitarian imperialism. Syria as the ultimate
proxy war. The ISIS/Daesh farce. The JCPOA. Maidan. The Age of Psyops. The Age of the
Algorithm. The Age of the 0.0001%.

Once again, we’re deep in Yeats territory: “the best lack all conviction/ while the worst are
full of passionate intensity.”

All  along,  the “War on Terror” –  the actual  decantation of  the Long War –  proceeded
unabated, killing Muslim multitudes and displacing at least 37 million people.

WWII-derived geopolitics is  over.  Cold War 2.0 is  in effect.  It  started as US against Russia,
morphed into US against  China and now, fully spelled out in the US National  Security
Strategy, and with bipartisan support, it’s the US against both. The ultimate Mackinder-
Brzezinski nightmare is at hand: the much dread “peer competitor” in Eurasia slouched
towards the Beltway to be born in the form of the Russia-China strategic partnership.

Something’s gotta give. And then, out of the blue, it did.

A drive by design towards ironclad concentration of power and geoconomic diktats was first
conceptualized – under the deceptive cover of “sustainable development” – already in 2015
at the UN (here it is, in detail).

Now, this new operating system – or technocratic digital dystopia – is finally being codified,
packaged and “sold” since mid summer via a lavish, concerted propaganda campaign.

Watch your mindspace

The whole Planet Lockdown hysteria that elevated Covid-19 to post-modern Black Plague
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proportions has been consistently debunked, for instance here and here, drawing from the
highly respected, original Cambridge source.

The de facto controlled demolition of large swathes of the global economy allowed corporate
and vulture capitalism, world wide, to rake untold profits out of the destruction of collapsed
businesses.

And all  that proceeded with widespread public acceptance – an astonishing process of
voluntary servitude.

None of it is accidental. As an example, over then years ago, even before setting up a –
privatized – Behavioral Insights Team, the British government was very much interested in
“influencing”  behavior,  in  collaboration  with  the London School  of  Economics  and Imperial
College.

The end result was the MINDSPACE report. That was all about behavioral science influencing
policymaking and most of all, imposing neo-Orwellian population control.

MINDSPACE, crucially, featured close collaboration between Imperial College and the Santa
Monica-based RAND corporation. Translation:

the  authors  of  the  absurdly  flawed  computer  models  that  fed  the  Planet
Lockdown paranoia working in conjunction with the top Pentagon-linked think
tank.

In MINDSPACE, we find that, “behavioral approaches embody a line of thinking that moves
from the  idea  of  an  autonomous  individual,  making  rational  decisions,  to  a  ‘situated’
decision-maker,  much  of  whose  behavior  is  automatic  and  influenced  by  their  ‘choice
environment’”.

So the key question is who decides what is the “choice environment’. As it stands, our whole
environment is conditioned by Covid-19. Let’s call it “the disease”. And that is more than
enough to beautifully set up “the cure”: The Great Reset.

The beating heart

The Great Reset was officially launched in early June by the World Economic Forum (WEF) –
the natural habitat of Davos Man. Its conceptual base is something the WEF describes as
Strategic Intelligence Platform: “a dynamic system of contextual intelligence that enables
users  to  trace  relationships  and  interdependencies  between  issues,  supporting  more
informed decision-making”.

It’s this platform that promotes the complex crossover and interpenetration of Covid-19 and
the Fourth Industrial Revolution –

conceptualized back in December 2015 and the WEF’s choice futuristic scenario. One cannot
exist without the other. That is meant to imprint in the collective unconscious – at least in
the West – that only the WEF-sanctioned “stakeholder” approach is capable of solving the
Covid-19 challenge.

https://www.rt.com/op-ed/500000-covid19-math-mistake-panic/
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The Great Reset is immensely ambitious, spanning over 50 fields of knowledge and practice.
It  interconnects  everything  from  economy  recovery  recommendations  to  “sustainable
business models”, from restoration of the environment to the redesign of social contracts.

The beating heart  of  this  matrix  is   –  what  else –  the Strategic  Intelligence Platform,
encompassing,  literally,  everything:  “sustainable  development”,  “global  governance”,
capital markets, climate change, biodiversity, human rights, gender parity, LGBTI, systemic
racism, international trade and investment, the – wobbly – future of the travel and tourism
industries, food, air pollution, digital identity, blockchain, 5G, robotics, artificial intelligence
(AI).

In the end, only an all-in-one Plan A applies for making these systems interact seamlessly:
the Great Reset – shorthand for a New World Order that has always been glowingly evoked,
but never implemented. There is no Plan B. 

The Covid-19 “legacy”

 

The two main actors behind the Great Reset are Klaus Schwab, the WEF’s founder and
executive  chairman,  and  IMF  Managing  Director  Kristalina  Georgieva.  Georgieva  is
adamant that “the digital economy is the big winner of this crisis”. She believes the
Great Reset must imperatively start in 2021.

The House of Windsor and the UN are prime executive co-producers. Top sponsors include
BP, Mastercard and Microsoft. It goes without saying that everyone who knows how complex
geopolitical and geoeconomic decisions are taken is aware that these two main actors are
just reciting a script. Call the authors “the globalist elite”. Or, in praise of Tom Wolfe, the
Masters of the Universe.

Schwab,  predictably,  wrote the Great  Reset’s  mini-manifesto.   Over  a  month later,  he
expanded on the absolutely key connection: the “legacy” of Covid-19.

All  this  has  been  fully  fleshed  in  a  book,  co-written  with  Thierry  Malleret,  who  directs  the
WEF’s Global Risk Network. Covid-19 is described as having “created a great disruptive
reset of our global, social, economic and political systems”. Schwab spins Covid-19 not only
as a fabulous “opportunity”, but actually as the creator (italics mine) of the – now inevitable
– Reset.

All that happens to dovetail beautifully with Schwab’s own baby: Covid-19 “accelerated our
transition  into  the  age  of  the  Fourth  Industrial  Revolution”.  The  revolution  has  been
extensively discussed at Davos since 2016.

The book’s central thesis is that our most pressing challenges concern the environment –
considered only in terms of climate change – and technological developments, which will
allow the expansion of the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

In a nutshell, the WEF is stating that corporate globalization, the hegemonic modus operandi
since the 1990s, is dead. Now it’s time for “sustainable development” – with “sustainable”
defined  by  a  select  group  of  “stakeholders”,  ideally  integrated  into  a  “community  of
common  interest,  purpose  and  action.”

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/strategic-intelligence-widget-artificial-intelligence-audience-content/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/06/now-is-the-time-for-a-great-reset/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/07/covid19-this-is-how-to-get-the-great-reset-right/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/2940631123
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Sharp Global South observers will not fail to compare the WEF’s rhetoric of “community of
common interest” with the Chinese “community of shared interests” as applied to the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), which is a de facto continental trade/development project.

The Great Reset presupposes that all stakeholders – as in the whole planet – must toe the
line. Otherwise, as Schwab stresses, we will have “more polarization, nationalism, racism,
increased social unrest and conflicts”.

So this is – once again – a “you’re with us or against us” ultimatum, eerily reminiscent of our
old 9/11 world. Either the Great Reset is peacefully established, with whole nations dutifully
obeying the new guidelines designed by a bunch of self-appointed neo-Platonic Republic
sages, or it’s chaos.

Whether Covid-19’s ultimate “window of opportunity” presented itself as a mere coincidence
or by design, will always remain a very juicy question.

Digital Neo-Feudalism

The actual, face-to-face Davos meeting next year has been postponed to the summer of
2021. But virtual Davos will proceed in January, focused on the Great Reset.

Already three months ago, Schwab’s book hinted that the more everyone is mired in the
global paralysis, the more it’s clear that things will never be allowed (italics mine) to return
to what we considered normal.

Five years ago, the UN’s Agenda 2030 – the Godfather of the Great Reset – was already
insisting on vaccines for all, under the patronage of the WHO and CEPI – co-founded in 2016
by India, Norway and the Bill and Belinda Gates foundation.

Timing could not be more convenient for the notorious Event 201 “pandemic exercise” in
October last year in New York, with the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security partnering
with – who else – the WEF and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. No in-depth criticism
of Gates’s motives is allowed by media gatekeepers because, after all, he finances them.

What has been imposed as an ironclad consensus is that without a Covid-19 vaccine there’s
no possibility of anything resembling normality.

And yet a recent, astonishing paper published in Virology Journal –  which also publishes Dr.
Fauci’s musings  – unmistakably demonstrates that “chloroquine is a potent inhibitor of
SARS coronavirus infection and spread”. This is a “relatively safe, effective and cheap drug”
whose “significant inhibitory antiviral  effect when the susceptible cells  were treated either
prior to or after infection suggests a possible prophylactic and therapeutic use.”

Even Schwab’s book admits that Covid-19 is “one of the least deadly pandemics in the last
2000 years” and its consequences “will be mild compared to previous pandemics”.

It  doesn’t  matter.  What  matters  above  all  is  the  “window  of  opportunity”  offered  by
Covid-19, boosting, among other issues, the expansion of what I previously described as
Digital  Neo-Feudalism – or  Algorithm gobbling up Politics.  No wonder politico-economic
institutions from the WTO to the EU as well  as  the Trilateral  Commission are already
investing in “rejuvenation” processes, code for even more concentration of power.

https://cepi.net/
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/event201/
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/news/vaccines/gates-pushes-gene-altering-technology-on-seven-billion-humans/
https://www.cjr.org/criticism/gates-foundation-journalism-funding.php
https://virologyj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1743-422X-2-69
https://www.strategic-culture.org/news/2020/05/15/how-biosecurity-is-enabling-digital-neo-feudalism/
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Survey the imponderables

Very few thinkers, such as German philosopher Hartmut Rosa, see our current plight as a
rare opportunity to “decelerate” life under turbo-capitalism.

As it stands, the point is not that we’re facing an “attack of the civilization-state” . The point
is assertive civilization-states – such as China, Russia, Iran – not submitted to the Hegemon,
are bent on charting a quite different course.

The Great Reset, for all its universalist ambitions, remains an insular, Western-centric model
benefitting  the  proverbial  1%.  Ancient  Greece  did  not  see  itself  as  “Western”.  The  Great
Reset is essentially an Enlightenment-derived project.

Surveying the road ahead, it will certainly be crammed with imponderables. From the Fed
wiring digital money directly into smartphone financial apps in the US to China advancing an
Eurasia-wide trade/economic system side-by side with the implementation of the digital
yuan. 

The Global  South will  be paying a lot  of  attention to  the sharp contrast  between the
proposed wholesale deconstruction of the industrial economic order and the BRI project –
which  focuses  on  a  new  financing  system  outside  of  Western  monopoly  and  emphasizes
agro-industrial  growth  and  long-term  sustainable  development.

The Great Reset would point to losers, in terms of nations, aggregating all the ones that
benefit  from production and processing of  energy and agriculture,  from Russia,  China and
Canada to Brazil, Indonesia and large swathes of Africa.

As it  stands, there’s only one thing we do know: the establishment at the core of the
Hegemon and the drooling orcs of Empire will only adopt a Great Reset if that helps to
postpone a decline accelerated on a fateful morning 19 years ago.

*
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