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We the undersigned, including legal and human rights organizations, academics, and
policymakers condemn the reactions of the governments of Sweden and the United
Kingdom to the finding by the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention that
Julian Assange is arbitrarily detained.

The governments of Sweden and the United Kingdom are setting a dangerous precedent
that undermines the United Nations Human Rights system as a whole.

We urge Sweden and the United Kingdom to respect the binding nature of the human rights
covenants on which the decision is based, including the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights; as well as the independence, integrity and authority of the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention.

We therefore call on the governments of Sweden and the United Kingdom to comply without
further delay with the Working Group’s findings and “ensure the right of free movement of
Mr. Assange and accord him an enforceable right to compensation, in accordance with
article 9(5) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.”

Click here to view the full document with signatures
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